Patch testing for drugs.
Adverse drug reactions occur commonly and primarily manifest in a myriad of cutaneous eruptions. The use of drug patch testing in the diagnosis of specific drug eruptions is increasing; however, a standardized approach to this methodology is currently lacking. A review of current literature was performed on the available evidence of patch testing for drugs. This review addresses the use of patch testing for specific cutaneous adverse drug reactions and for specific classes of drugs including antimicrobials, anticonvulsants, antiretrovirals, glucocorticoids, and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs. In addition, the approach to performing patch testing to drugs in the clinical arena as well as current contraindications for drug patch testing is reviewed.